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A message from our Leadership: 

Dear Friends, 

This year PACPI celebrates 15 years! During this first year serving as PACPI Board Chair, I want 

to focus on the innovation that launched PACPI in 2000.  Dr. Pat Garcia had a vision to elimi-

nate pediatric AIDS in Chicago.  She knew that 1 in 4 babies would be born with HIV with no 

intervention and that one provider alone could not provide all of the healthcare and wrap-

around supports necessary to care for pregnant women living with HIV in Chicago. PACPI was 

founded as an interdisciplinary approach to educating healthcare providers, AIDS service pro-

viders and delivering high impact case management services to pregnant women living with 

HIV in the community—their home, car, shelter, local park—wherever that woman felt most 

comfortable receiving care and support.  I had the honor of being PACPI's first case manager, 

and I am immensely proud of how far PACPI has come over the past 15 years.   

This past year marks the first time in PACPI history with None Born Positive, that is, no babies 

born HIV-positive throughout the state of Illinois! This is a tremendous achievement and 

demonstrates that our statewide public-private collaborative efforts in policy, training and di-

rect service delivery is saving lives.   

PACPI was created thanks to the bold leadership of Dr. Pat Garcia and the generous donation 

of one philanthropist.  We continue to rely on the generous support of our committed person-

al and corporate donors; however, PACPI is now more than ever committed to diversifying our 

funding streams to ensure sustainability of our life-saving services. Our Board is actively seek-

ing new and different ways to resource the work of PACPI because we are committed to our 

mission—to eliminate deaths from pediatric AIDS and to reduce transmission of the virus from 

mothers to their children in the state of Illinois.  We will continue to rely on the support of our 

engaged and generous community supporters. 

PACPI Board and staff look forward to building on the successes of 2015 and the opportunities 

that 2016 will bring. Thank you for your ongoing support! 

Jaime Dircksen 

PACPI Board Chair 

 



Mission 
PACPI’s mission is to eliminate deaths from pediatric AIDS and to reduce transmission of 

the virus from mothers to their children in Illinois. 

 

History 
From 1990 to 1999, there were 88 known deaths among Illinois children due to compli-

cations of pediatric AIDS as a result of HIV transmission during pregnancy. In response 

to this epidemic, community and healthcare leaders from around the Chicagoland area 

congregated to devise an immediate plan to address the rising deaths among infants 

and children. 

 

Thanks to a $1 million grant from the Garrick Family Foundation, the Pediatric AIDS Chi-

cago Prevention Initiative (PACPI) was established in 2000 to address the urgent needs 

of high-risk pregnant women living with HIV. First operating in Chicago due to higher 

prevalence rates, PACPI has made phenomenal strides in reducing the rate of perinatal 

HIV transmission and providing unsurpassed support to pregnant women and mothers 

living with HIV. Medical advances in perinatal HIV transmission and support from public 

and private funders allowed PACPI to expand our services and focus on the state’s most 

vulnerable families and most challenging cases of perinatal HIV transmission. 
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Women Served in 2015 

 
100% of women gave birth to healthy, HIV-negative babies! 

 

100% of women and babies were linked to care and treatment services. 

 

100% of babies born received antiretroviral medication within 12 hours of birth, a 

2% increase from 2014. 

 

100% of babies born received antiretroviral prophylaxis, as prescribed. 

 

91% of women delivered at their planned hospitals. 

Delivering at the planned hospital is important to any expectant mother who has 

made a birth plan. For a woman living with HIV, it could be the factor that prevents 

her child from being born with HIV. 

PACPI’s None Born Positive campaign launched in 2012. 



Women Served in 2015 
 

121 women and their infants received PACPI services. 

 

 32 women were diagnosed with HIV during pregnancy. 

 9 women had AIDS diagnoses. 



Location 

A diaper bag filled with newborn essentials is given to each 

woman after completing PACPI’s 12-hour prenatal class. 



PACPI Programs 
 

Perinatal HIV Enhanced Case Management 

Perinatal enhanced case management helps women access comprehensive health ser-

vices to achieve the best outcomes for her and her child. PACPI case managers provide 

unique one-on-one support that creates trust and stewards the connection to vital 

healthcare for both mother and baby. Case managers communicate with each client on 

at least a weekly basis through home visits, phone calls, texts, and accompaniment on 

medical or social service appointments. 

 

Nearly half of our clients learned their HIV status after becoming pregnant so PACPI case 

managers meet them at a time of great concern. HIV/AIDS is not the only battle our cli-

ents are fighting. 

 

 If a woman has depression or mental illness, her case manager refers her to helpful 

care. 

 If a woman has a substance addiction, we work with local agencies to help manage 

her health and her baby’s health. 

 If a new mother cannot afford a safe place for baby to sleep or to purchase food, dia-

pers, or clothes, we will make sure she gets the proper items she needs for her family. 

 

 

 

24/7 Illinois Perinatal HIV Hotline 

The Hotline provides real-time HIV medical consultation for perinatal care providers and 

social service providers for immediate linkage of newly diagnosed pregnant women to 

HIV and obstetric care. Hotline staff help provide follow-up of rapid HIV testing in labor 

and delivery units and perinatal HIV enhanced case management services. 

 

 44% of PACPI client referrals came from the Hotline in 2015. 



Prenatal Classes 

The PACPI prenatal class is for women living with HIV and is free and open to any woman 

regardless of her health care provider. Our class provides high-quality reproductive, ma-

ternal, and baby health, as well as HIV education and prevention updates. Classes are 

taught by experienced medical and nutrition specialists in a small classroom setting, with 

an approach that promotes peer-based learning and health gains that are demonstrated 

to decrease the risk of transmission from mothers to their babies. 

 

Participants are encouraged to bring a support person such as a partner, mother, aunt, or 

friend who knows their HIV status and will be with them through the pregnancy. After 

completion of the class, participants receive a car seat to take the baby home in after de-

livery, as well as a diaper bag filled with vital newborn essentials. In 2015,  a total of 12 

pregnant women  attended PACPI’s 12-hour prenatal classes. 

 

 

 

Rapid Testing in Illinois Hospitals 

It is important for a pregnant woman who does not know her status to get tested for HIV 

because it is possible to pass HIV to the baby during pregnancy, during childbirth, or 

through breastfeeding. 

 

As stipulated by the Illinois Perinatal HIV Prevention Act, every birthing and non-birthing 

hospital in the state submits a monthly report detailing deliveries, HIV-exposed births, 

and rapid HIV testing of delivering women and infants born without a documented ma-

ternal HIV status. Rapid testing data allows us to work with our partners and with 

statewide hospitals to identify gaps in the system, measure our efficiency as a state, and 

be sure every woman and baby pair have a known status before leaving the hospital. 

 

In 2015, the majority of Illinois women who gave birth (95.2%) knew their HIV status at 

the time of presentation to labor and delivery. The small percent that did not have a doc-

umented HIV status (4.8%) overwhelmingly accepted rapid testing at labor and delivery 

(99.7%). Eight cases of infants missed for testing were reviewed at the hospital and re-

gional perinatal network level for action toward improvement of systems. 



PACPI 2015 Financial Reports 

Other includes: Prenatal classes, disclosure workshop, and  

FIMR-HIV Prevention Methodology . 

PECM—Perinatal En-

hanced Case Management 

FIMR—Fetal and Infant 

Mortality Review 



Thank you for your support this year! 
 

PACPI gratefully acknowledges our many donors, whose contributions are critical to 

sustaining PACPI’s successful perinatal HIV prevention and care programs. We 

acknowledge the following donors for their gifts made between January 1, 2015 and 

December 31, 2015. 

 

GOVERNMENT, CORPORATIONS, AND FOUNDATIONS 

$100,000+ 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Illinois Department of Public Health 

 

$50,000-$99,999 

 

$15,000-$49,999 

Chicago Foundation for Women 

Keith Haring Foundation 

 

$5,000-$14,999 

AIDS Foundation of Chicago 

Dr. Scholl Foundation 

MAC AIDS Fund 

Nordstrom 

 

$1,000-$4,999 

Anonymous 

Greater Kansas City Community Foundation 

Merck Foundation 

 

$0-$999 

AmazonSmile 

Benevity Community Impact Fund, a fund of American Endowment Foundation 

Bristol-Myers Squibb EPAC Match Program 

GE United Way Campaign 

Goodshop 



Jewish Federation of Madison 

MacArthur Foundation 

Pledgeling Foundation 

 

 

INDIVIDUALS and COMMUNITY GROUPS 

$10,000+ 

Smith T. Powell IV and Eva Janzen Powell 

 

$5,000-$9,999 

 

$1,000-$4,999 

Chicago Spirit Brigade 

David Stanford 

Dr. Daniel Johnson 

Dr. Deborah Cano and Dr. Emily S. Miller 

Dr. Patricia Garcia 

Great Lakes Bears – Chicago 

 

$500-$999 

Barclay and Brett Marcell 

 

$100-$499 

Andrew B. and Mona Albert 

Anne Statton 

Barbara Schechtman 

Beth Ulbrich Tabak 

Cathy Gray 

Curt Hicks 

Diane Seder and Bruce Rosen 

Donna Drinka 

Doris Carroll 

Douglas Chilcott 

Elizabeth Bronwyn Barricklow 

Eryn Weber-Shifrin and Andy Shifrin 



Fredric M. and Lynne C. Weber 

Heather Fisher 

Jaime Dircksen 

Jan Victor 

Jang Kim 

Jeffrey Wright 

Laura Cuzzillo 

Laura Jones 

Margaret Doyle 

Mary Russert 

Michael and Nancy Silverman 

Milan & Sacha Urban 

Norma Rolfsen 

Philip and Janet Rotner 

Rick and Nancy Kreiter 

Robert Novasel 

Roberta J Klamm 

Susan E. and Simon J. Blattner, III 

Susan H. Socher 

Tawa Jogunosimi Mitchell 

Thomas Alexander Berbas 

Torrie Flink 

 

$0-99 

Andrew Lim 

Brian Dibblee 

Brian Solem 

David and Anne Isaacson 

Dawn D. Croach 

Diane C. Miller 

Ife Chicago Carruthers 

Ilana Rosen 

Jo Anne Willis 

John and Ann McMillan 



Kim Rowe 

Margaret Kathleen Hall 

Melanie Garrett 

Rhett Lindsay 

Ronald Saunders 

Stephanie McMillan 

Your Cause 

 

GIFTS IN-KIND 

Amy's Candy Bar  

Anne Statton 

Bryan Lippert 

David Zhang 

Emporium Arcade Bar 

Heather Deng 

Hoosier Mama Pie Company 

Jaime Dircksen 

Jang Kim 

Jeff Lane 

Jeffrey Wright 

Jim Chen 

Katie Ozenberger 

Merry Xiao 

Milan & Sacha Urban 

NORC at the University of Chicago 

Piece Brewery and Pizzeria 

Richard Manning & Debbie Sutter 

Shreya Goel 

Smith T. Powell IV and Eva Janzen Powell 

Sacha Urban 

Smith T. Powell IV and Eva M. Janzen Powell 

Susan E. and Simon J. Blattner, III 

 
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our donors. If your name has been misspelled or 

omitted, please accept our sincerest apologies and direct your requests to development@pacpi.org or 

312-334-0972. 


